BTs Lesson reflection
Date: 23rd March 2007 (8th lesson)

Zhiyong
We had an expert panel today. Pei Wei was the overall in charge. I will say that he was able to project his voice clearer and better. The Expert Panel provide avenue for tutees to learn independently and came out with logical science questions. One expert from each group was challenged by the audience with questions. It trained their ability to grasp the concept fast. It was new to the tutees and they seemed to be enjoying it. 

Jian Wei prepared a kinesthetic approach to solving the math problem sums. As at least 1/3 of the tutees are kinesthetic learner, they were able to benefit from this activity. Jian Wei prepared some cards to represent the dollar units in the problem sums. Tutees played with the cards and arranged them according to the questions. Rui Yi had done a fantastic job in helping his group to understand the concept of model drawing using cards. Mr Haniff observed that he has done a great job in demonstrating the kinesthetic approach to his tutees. One of his tutees, Kevin was able to understand how the model approach works after Rui Yi repeatedly maneuvered the card and using hand signals to demonstrate the knowledge. Kevin was usually very noisy and inattentive during the lesson. However, Rui Yi managed to make him stay focused and engaged during the lesson. This is a true testimonial of our believe that when the tutees were engaged in their preferred learning styles, they will learn better.

Today, I was very heartened to hear from Benjamin a P6 student who just joined our Rainbow class that he felt very relaxed to be here. On a personal note, I think I managed to engage the tutees well. Their smiles and laughter said everything. This is what I enjoyed doing a community project. It is very meaningful and you feel happy when the tutees begin to feel that joy and desire to learn. This will activate them the motivation to learn. 

Mr Haniff advised us that we should not play a role of tutees’ parents. We should only motivate and influence them within our sphere of influence. 2 to 3 tutees have not been coming for very long times. Shamir for example, has absent for himself for several sessions. I called him on Thursday to remind him to come for the lesson but in the end he was still absent. The other tutees were not able to come because their parents refuse. Mr Haniff advised me not to be too affected by it and told me to focus my energy on the other tutees. 

Felix
The lesson today was one of a kind. The tutees were exceptionally engaged in the lessons due to the fact that we got off to a “bang”. The Expert Panel, which we held with them, was a first for all of them. Instead of feeling the pressure from a new activity, they got very excited and scrambled their minds to find the toughest questions to post to the class. The start of the lesson gave a lot of momentum to the rest of the lesson. I feel that the lessons today has really been able to reach out to the various learning styles very well. It is very encouraging that the tutees are making better use of their learning styles on their own. In my group, they effectively used models to do the mathematics sums after I had taught them the basics of drawing models. By drawing the models, they, mostly visual learners, were able to see the concept much better than before. Also, I have noticed that although Randi is dominantly a kinesthetic learner, she is able to balance between the learning styles very well. She is very strong in her Auditory learning as well has Visual learning styles. I have noticed that my group does not have much confidence in themselves most of the time. Therefore, my challenge would be to increase their self-esteem.
Rui Yi
Suggestions:

Be more strict with the rules. Enforce the rules, especially the one that specifies that tutees should raise their hand before their queries will be entertained. This will ensure that there is less noise and more order in the class, which should be beneficial for everybody.
What Have I Learned:

The tutees can really learn very quickly if we cater to their learning styles. For example, Kevin, during today's lesson. At first, he was very confused about 'how many times' in the math question. After letting him and see the cards (which represent units) that was introduced by Jian Wei, he learned very rapidly. I think this is because it catered to both his learning styles of Kinesthetic and Visual. I'm sure that the other tutees will absorb just as quickly if we tailor the lessons to help them through their learning styles.
Others:

Praised Kevin for learning and doing well. It was very encouraging for me to see him smile when he gets it right and I praise him.

Jian Wei

What did the team do well?

· Both lessons engaged the tutees very well (even if they were not involved in the question and answering during Science lesson’s Expert Panel, the tutees from other groups were also busy preparing the questions), and tutees were engaged in the interaction and role-playing during the Maths lesson.

· The idea of an Expert Panel worked out well to be very beneficial to the tutees as they’ll have to actively read up on the notes and source for questions, and those answering would better remember the answers to the questions they answered wrongly.

· There was good time management as both lessons were carried out smoothly.

What did the team not do well?

· There are still rooms for improvement for tutees’ discipline and some answers given by tutees during the Science lesson were intended to be useless jokes.

What did I do well?

· As I made a mistake in explaining a word problem during Maths lesson, I managed to handle the situation well as I praised Jia Xing for spotting my mistake, and added stars to his group. Also, I got the “actors” to replay the word problem correctly and managed to turn it into a teachable moment. 

What did I not do well?

· Initially, I did not engage Firdaus and Imran well (probably because they just moved to join a larger group and were not yet so comfortable with the change), though I managed to engage them eventually.

· I accidentally made a mistake in explaining a word problem, and resulted in teaching the tutees the wrong way of solving the problem, though I later corrected the mistake.

Suggestions

· In future Expert Panels, the BTs have to find a way to get all other tutees involved even when they’re not questioning or answering at that moment, so as to engage the whole class in the lesson.

· All future lesson plans must be finalized and made clear to all the BTs latest by the morning of the Rainbow Lesson.

· In future activities, tutees should be given certain cues/guidelines to allow them to properly craft out what they’re supposed to come up with (eg. Questions for Expert Panel)

· All BTs must be firm in rules with the tutees, and constantly go back to the House Rules whenever discipline is poor.

Pei Wei
Good Points:

· This is the first time we carried out the expert panel competition and it was a successful beginning with the help of Mr Haniff. The engagement with the tutees was relatively high during the session, and it was manageable with only 3 BTs

· Jian Wei’s model-cards were useful in aiding the tutees understand how sections of a model can be cut to suit the requirement of the question
· With only 3 of the tutees in the first hour of the lesson, tutees maintained low discussion volume, so that 1 BT managed to watch over 2 groups at the same time

Suggestions

· BTs can classify tutees in the group according to learning styles and use different approaches on them, to make learning more effective

· BTs can help to come up with 7 core values each representing a colour of the rainbow, to make learning more effective
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