BTs Lesson reflection
Date: 2nd March 2007 (5th lesson)

Zhiyong
Today, the Sec 3 BTs kicked off their first lesson. They were very excited and eager to start their lesson. However, only 8 tutees turned up later. This was due to the miscommunication and last minute announcement to inform them of the lesson. Hopefully, they are able to recruit more for the subsequent lessons. 

As for our lesson, it was very well conducted. The level of excitement was very high. The tutees have lots of interesting questions for the BTs. During the Math lesson, Rui Yi conducted a mass lecture. Personally, I feel that he can present well and tutees listened attentively to him. However, BTs need to learn to explain concepts at tutees level for them to understand. For example, some of the tutees had difficulty solving math problem sums using model approach. Mr Haniff suggested that we can use pictorial approach to teach them first before moving to a more “abstract model” approach. 

I was glad that the science lesson was well-received by the tutees. Based on the feedback from the BTs, tutees enjoyed the black out session in which they learned how the different phases of the moon were formed. Although the level of engagement was high, some tutees were not able to visualize the 3 Dimensional spaces. They couldn’t understand why the shape of the moon looks like half moon in 2D spaces and full moon in 3D spaces.     

I expressed my disappointment to Ridwan who chose not to participate in the Science activity when the rest of the tutees were engaged in the activity. Perhaps, he found it difficult to visualize 3D spaces and couldn’t understand the concept I taught. On a personal note, I think I was not able to engage him in this lesson. Ridwan just joined the Rainbow class this year. I think I still have lots to learn and understand about him. From, the past few lessons, I realize that Ridwan can solve math and science questions quite easily but he was not able to visualize as what other tutees in my group are capable of. Maybe, my approach to him can be more towards question and answer approach. In this way, he will find involved in the lesson and will learn better. Norfaizah and Haida were very engaged in the lesson. It is very heartening to see them asking lots of question. I realized that they begin to take ownership of their own learning this year. They are more willing to learn and participate actively in the discussion. However, Sharmir did not turn up for the lesson again. Last Friday, he told me that his brother passed away and thus he was not able to come for the previous lessons. I believed him. This time round, I do not know what happened to him. Mr Haniff said he could be hanging around with bad influence and was less interested to come for the lesson. I think I have to speak to him personally and try to convince him to come for the lesson.

My other takeaways from today’s session are: Bts must use information that is realistic to the tutees in the lesson worksheets. We should conduct lessons that cater to tutees’ learning style. 

Felix
Today’s lesson got off on a bad note, with the tutees’ being rowdy yet again. More often than not, I have felt that the tutees are beginning to become too friendly with us. I feel that for the next few lessons, we would have to set the tone proper, right from the beginning, to show them that we mean business. I propose, therefore, that the moment the clock strikes 7, we immediately set this tone. 

Other than this, I found that the lessons today were very engaging. For the mathematics lesson, the first few questions were quite simple for my tutees to understand. This was a very big boost to their morale. Although the following 2 questions were more difficult to understand, after I tried explaining to them, most of them were able to do the questions with ease. On the hold, the mathematics lesson was a confident booster for my tutees as they were able to breeze to the worksheet.

However, a point to note is that one of my tutees is constantly copying her work and she is too lazy to do her own working. When I set a separate set of questions for her, she would then just “switch off”. To deal with this problem, I had to do a more “hands-on” approach with her and slowly “drill” the concepts into her. Although I do not really like drilling, I believe that it would at least help her understand.

The science lesson was also extremely engaging. The tutees could really “touch” the solar system and understand it. I found that their learning curve when doing activities is much steeper as compared to reading notes and doing worksheets. However, I think we should not do too many activities and occasionally stick to the conventional worksheets and lectures. This is as the tutees would not have as much chances of having these activities in school. Therefore, I propose that we do our best to try and get the kids accustomed to auditory and visual learning.

Rui Yi
Done Well:
1. The tutees were really engaged in science as the lesson was catered to their learning style.
Not Done Well:

1. The tutees were very rowdy at times. The discipline is really lacking for this lesson even though the BTs were just as strict with them.
2. The answer keys were pitched at the BT's standards and not the tutees. It should have been easier.
3. Questions set in the math were not very realistic, eg ice cream cost less than sugar.
4. Questions should be realistic so the tutees will be able to relate to it.
Others:

1. Have to be aware of certain complications that could arise during an activity e.g. Emile's incident
2. Tutees have learned to refer to notes when in doubt. This shows that they have really progressed from skipping notes all together.
Suggestions:

1. We can take up Zhiyong's suggestion of using real objects to replace the units in models. This way the tutees will be able to see and touch and thus should learn faster because of their learning styles. 

Jian Wei

Reflect on how the team does:

· It was a lively and engaging lesson, and there were a lot of noise, movement and learning taking place during the lesson. It is more proactive compared to the previous lesson (in my opinion), and it was good to see the tutees being well-engaged again.
· During the science lecture, the tutees were quite well disciplined and paid close attention to it, but it took them quite some time to settle down for the lecture. For the Maths lecture, the tutees were less disciplined and the tutees tend to have short private conversations with one another occasionally.
Reflect on how you do:

· I was very happy that Safuan was paying very close attention to my lesson today, and seemed to be very interested in it. This was a significant improvement from the previous lessons, when engaging him was rather challenging and he often wasn’t paying close attention.
· My tutees managed to understand the basic concept of model-drawing (although the presentation of their models can be improved on), and how to apply it to simple word problems to solve it.
· I was inspired by Safuan reading the science notes out himself, and after giving the tutees some time to read through it, I told them to take turns to read out the different paragraphs in the notes to the rest of the group, and told the rest of the group to listen attentively, so as to tap on their interpersonal learning style. Also, they’ll have to listen and read what the others are saying so as to allow themselves to know when they are supposed to read aloud the notes.

· Apart from the above, I let the tutees have a little extra time to familiarize themselves with the notes to prepare for “fastest hand first” quiz. They were supposed to grab a bottle that is equidistant from their positions in order to answer my questions, and they enjoyed it very much.
Suggestions for improvement:

· Plastic chips or blocks can be used to constructing a 3-D model so as to aid kinaesthetic learners to better understand the concept of model-drawing.

My takeaways from today’s session:

· I’ve learnt that as long as the tutees are well-engaged and interested in the lesson, they will pay close attention and (without them realizing it) disciplined.
· Tutees will lose interest in the lesson if it is too difficult for them to comprehend and is not brought down to their level, so it is always important to see the lesson from their point of view and teach it step by step by their level of understanding.

Pei Wei
Good Points:

· Attendance of the tutees were very consistent even though the BTs do not remind them weekly

· There was minimal disputes and quarrels in my group and tutees were actively participating in the Science discussion

· The Science Kinaesthetic activity engaged the tutees very well, and the Science concepts were better explained in this way

· The tutees have the habit of not reading the notes and jumping straight to the questions. However, the Science worksheet disabled them to do so, as answers can only be found in the notes

Flaws:

· Both maths and science lessons gave us too much free time, and some of us had a hard time thinking of activities to kill the free time

· Some of the BTs, including myself, were worrying about the sec 3 group upstairs, and therefore could not concentrate on the group discussions

Rooms for Improvements:

· ​Providing more ‘visual’ objects for the tutees to understand the maths concepts, rather than drawing models. We can prepare small paper cards to represent the units, for tutees to understand better

Tse-An
Today, we have a Math lesson on word problems. Two of the tutees had problems reading the questions. There were too many requirements in the question. As a result, the tutees were confused. I suggested them to break the sentence up into phrases so that they are able to complete question step by step. I also told them the importance of drawing model. I told them that by drawing model, they can actually visualize the question. However, Mr. Haniff suggested otherwise. He said that model is abstract visual and currently, the tutees are still unable to do abstract visual. Hence, he suggested us to make the model method simpler and more visual by drawing pictures instead of drawing blocks to illustrate the word problem. This will allow the tutees to really visualize the word problem. Mr. Haniff also suggested us to introduce the actual model method (drawing blocks) only after the tutees have understood the questions so that they will start visualizing abstractly. Mr. Haniff said that as the tutees are Primary 5 now, they are given more challenging questions that require them to think abstractly. Hence, it is essential for them to learn the actual model method so that they will be able to cope with the challenging word problems. Mr. Haniff also told us that the tutees were being realistic when they were doing the Math problem. That is why they think that a tub of ice cream is more expensive than a packet of sugar though the question stated otherwise.

Today, our Science lesson was still on Solar system. It was in charge by Zhi Yong. We were required to teach the tutees about how the shape of the moon changes on different days. Hence, we did an activity using torchlight, ping pong ball and tennis ball to illustrate what is happening in the space that causes the moon to change its shape as we see it on the Earth. This activity was held within each of our groups. This activity was really successful as it engaged the tutees thoroughly as this activity was based on the tutees’ learning styles (Visual and Kinaesthetic). During the activity, the tutees asked a lot of questions about space and I asked Charles to help and answer the questions as Charles is really knowledgeable regarding space. I also gave the tutees slips of paper for them to write down the questions so that I will be able to find out the answers for them when I return home and provide them with the answer during the next lesson. Mr. Haniff also suggested an Experts’ Panel where tutees’ questions will be answered. Mr. Haniff told us that the Experts’ Panel is a way of redirecting the tutees’ questions without killing their interest.

I am very encouraged by two things that happened today. Firstly, my group showed their team spirit as they agreed with me that they would wait for Afiq to complete the Math word problems before they would go for their break as a team. Secondly, my tutees told me that they will be aiming to achieve the maximum point (500 point) by the next lesson by following the house rules strictly. I was very encouraged by them as this was the first time I saw my tutees setting a goal for themselves. Even Jin Feng told me that he will follow the house rules strictly for the subsequent lessons so as to achieve the 500 points. I was very encouraged by him because when Jin Feng first entered my team, he did not care much about the point system. Now, he has indeed changed a lot.

Afiq cried today during the Math lesson. He cried because he was unable to complete a Math word problem. I think it was because of his pride that caused him to cry. Hence, I talked to him and told him that he did not have to cry if he was unable to complete a question. I told him that it was good enough if he understood my explanation and was able to complete the question then.

Jin Feng behaved better today compared to the previous lessons. He showed respect to everyone during today’s lesson as he did not talk much. He also listened to me attentively when I was teaching him.

In terms of discipline, Mr. Haniff also suggested that we should be firm in our statement about putting up the hands in order to speak. We should never accept answers from tutees who do not put up their hands when we have made the statement so that our statement will be credible.
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