BTs Lesson reflection
Date: 23rd February 2007 (4th lesson)

Zhiyong
The session was packed with lots of excitement. Maybe after the New Year break, the tutees get very excited and was quite noisy at first. The science lecture in my opinion was a good attempt by Pei Wei. The mind map activity helped tutees to consolidate their concept on solar system. However, it was not that helpful for my group because some of them did not understand certain concept of the topic. I tried to explain the concept to them by using the ball to represent the Sun and other planets. It was proved helpful for them. 

Today, Sharmir finally came for the lesson. He said that he was absent for the previous 2 lessons because his brother passed away. I don’t know whether to believe him or not. He had made the similar statement previously and was find out otherwise later. However, I did not want to go into the matter too much, as I was afraid that he might loss interest in coming for the subsequent lessons. I tried to engage him in the lesson instead, to show him how much fun he can have in the Rainbow class. He showed great understanding in the math practice. I praised him and guide him along. He smiled jubilantly with his progress as he managed to complete most of the questions.    

As part of my plan to inculcate the independent learning in the tutees, I gave them task to complete by next lesson. They will be awarded stars for their effort. They are supposed to do some math practice and try to memories the Times Table. Of course, the latter will require more time and I don’t expect them to be able to achieve that by next lesson. I told them that I will give them a “5 Star” bonus if they manage to do the second task. 

I agree with Pei Wei that Amos (tutee), the discipline master of the day had did a great job in leading the class in the House Rules. I think this is a good way to give opportunity for the tutees to develop their interpersonal and leadership skills. Thanks to Rui Yi’s innovation.

I was particularly worried for the Sec 3 BTs who will be starting their lesson next week. According to Mrs Giam, they need a lot of help from us. Of course, as senior BTs, I am sure all of us will be very willing to help them. I was particularly consent with their attitude. They were late for the crucial meeting with our external mentor on 16 Feb for nearly 1 hour. This had affected Mr Haniff’s schedule as well as the school attendants’ schedules as they need to go off earlier to prepare for the New Year. Jian Wei and I have to rush to bring them from the MRT. Both Jian Wei and I had also expressed disappointment with their lack of urgency as we saw them walking slowly behind us, drinking sugar drinks. I really hope that they will learn from the experience and other experiences they are going to have and grow.

Felix
The lesson got off on a very bad start, as the tutees’ discipline was very bad. For some reason, the tutees were in a very rowdy mood and were very excited about something. I believe it has something to do with the holiday they had just a few days before. However, after things began to start, the discipline level got better. Through the activities today, it was clear that the tutees were not only able to understand the solar system but were also able to put their ideas into a mind-map creatively. Despite this, I still feel that most tutees are still limiting their potential. I say this as I believe most of them just do what is enough, and do not give it their all. Also, the tutees do not keep the notes we give out to them. To solve this, we have to find a way to show them the importance of the notes. In all, the lesson was well planned, but in order for them to improve, it is important to get them to give their all. 

Rui Yi
Reflect On How The Team Did:

1. The team was able to be slightly flexible to allow lessons to end on time even though the science portion overran time.
2. Jian Wei was able to effectively project his voice and capture the tutees attention very well. They were mostly quiet and attentive when he was lecturing.
Reflect On How You Did:
1. I was still slightly unable to cope with the barrage of questions.
2. I remembered to praise the tutees for doing well or putting in effort. I think they were very happy on being complimented and worked harder after that.
Suggestion For Improvement:
1. Give stars if tutees can show that they keep and read the notes that we give them. Give them the impression that the notes are important.

2. Do a lesson plan. More space for working in the worksheets. Focus more on learning style of tutees.

My Takeaways:
1. The tutees have really grown and matured. Kevin is slowly integrating into the group and is now able to talk and have fun with the others. Some of my tutees do keep the notes that we give them and remember to refer to it when in doubt. 
2. Too little space in worksheet gives tutees the impression that they are being constrained and makes them afraid. Not beneficial for their development.

Jian Wei

Reflect on how the team does:
· The time management was good and the objectives of the lesson were met while the two BTs of both lessons (Science and Maths) were able to be successfully flexible with the time given to each lesson (there was an extension of time for the Science lesson).
Reflect on how you do:
· At the start of the lesson, some of my tutees kept speaking in Malay, and were not paying attention to me while I was trying to start the lesson, but I was able to stop them and get them to pay attention. Initially, I was a little disappointed as I had mentioned last time to my tutees to not speak Malay during Rainbow lesson, and to use the time to practise their English, yet for this lesson they appeared to have forgotten what I told them. However, I feel that it is due to the fact that they were rather excited when they re-gathered to form the group when I arrived, and as all my tutees today were Malay, they became a little carried away speaking in Malay to each other.

· It was a challenge to engage Safuan as it was difficult for him to pay attention to what I’m teaching, and also because he has a very weak foundation of Maths and Science. He requires close attention, and needs to be guided slowly and step by step, which reminds me of the state my tutees were last year. This made me more confident and determined to enlighten Safuan and guide him on the right path. 
Suggestions for improvement:
·  I agree with Zhi Yong that BTs should take a proactive role in maintaining the discipline of the class. BTs can sit amongst the tutees and constantly watch over their behaviour during mass lectures, so as to prevent them from not paying attention to the lecture.

· Future notes and worksheets should be spacious yet as concise as possible (eg. by splitting a landscape page into half) so as to allow the tutees to think as widely as possible and not restrict their thinking. This is because ample space plays a very important role in the learning of visual learners, and that the tutees are trained in school (through their workbooks) to have ample space allocated to each question for their workings. Hence it is important to provide space in future notes/worksheets and make it look as friendly as possible.

· We should have lesson plans with strategies to make use of tutees’ learning styles to teach them the concept of the lesson, so that BTs can refer to these lesson plans when conducting the lesson and allow the learning of the tutees to be more effective.
My takeaways from today’s session:
·  It is crucial for there to be communication between the two BTs who prepared the Science and Maths lesson during the Rainbow lesson, so the time management of the lesson can be flexible, as circumstances dictate, and allow the lesson to be effective and smooth.

Pei Wei
Good Points:
· The first half of the lesson is planned by me, where the group discussion and presentations took more than an hour to finish. But after all, I managed to adjust the time with Jian Wei, who is preparing the second half of the lesson, so that the whole lesson was carried out very smoothly.

· Tutees have improved in their confidence in presentation as compared to the year before.

· A new tutee from China He Xiang has a hard time understanding the English terms of the Science concepts, but he can do quite well in Math. I also had a hard time speaking 2 tongues while teaching He Xiang and other tutees.

Flaws:
· Overall behaviour and discipline of the class was relatively well, but sometimes the class would get too rowdy.

Rooms for Improvements:
· Having a standard point awarding system is crucial, so that we can award the tutees at the right situations and with right points

Takeaways:
· Lesson time planning can be flexible between the 2 BTs who are preparing the lessons. It is not always necessary to have only an hour for each subject.

Tse-An
Reflect on how you do

1. Today, the Science lesson was on solar system. Pei Wei was in charge of the lesson. Buddy Tutors were required to engage the tutees in a mind-mapping discussion. The tutees were also required to form a sentence with “MVEMJSUNP”.
2. However, the requirements to be included in the mind-map were too difficult for the tutees. The tutees were not required to learn them. Hence, Pei Wei made some adjustments to the requirements prior to the lesson.
3. Today’s Math lesson was on the order of operations. The tutees knew the topic well and they were able to complete the worksheet easily. Afiq has improved a lot and he is able to do multiplication and division well compared to last year.
4. The discipline in my group has gone down. They kept on talking during the discussion.
Reflect on how the team does:

1. Tutees’ presentations were not that good today. They spoke softly during the presentation.

Suggestion for improvement:

1. We should reinforce the importance of notes and worksheets. We can give the tutees incentives such as stars or points when they read the notes and complete the worksheet.

2. We should also move to our groups during the mass lecture to ensure that the tutees pay attention to the lecture.

3. We can also design our lesson plan based on the tutees’ learning styles so that the lesson will be more effective.

4. Zhi Yong suggested that we can design the worksheet in such a way that the notes are on one side and the worksheet on the other side so that while the tutees are doing the worksheet they can refer to the notes.

My takeaways from today’s session:

1. Mr. Haniff told us that most of the tutees are visual learners. Hence, when the worksheet is designed in such a way that limited space is given for workings, the tutees will feel constricted.
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