BTs Lesson reflection
Date: 9th February 2007 (3rd lesson)

Zhiyong
Reflect on how the team does:

· I think Felix was very good in his explanation to the tutees on the Math Bonus question. However, he and the BTs can improve in our explanation to the tutees by bringing the concept down to their level of understanding. This was mentioned by Mr Haniff during the debrief session. He showed us how he can explain the Math Bonus Questions to the tutees by bringing the concept to their level of understanding. It was a pity that Felix and Rui Yi could not see how Mr Haniff did it. 

· Tse An’s presentation in my opinion was a good attempt. Mr Haniff pointed out that when some of the tutees are not listening to the presenter, the BTs should help to maintain their discipline. 

· Although, Felix and Tse An made a great effort in preparing the notes, they forgot the importance of having the reference answer for the worksheets. If that was done, it will facilitate BTs in their lesson discussion.

Reflect on how I did:

· I think I did well tonight by providing visual aids and kinaesthetic activity to help tutees understand the Science concept (Solar System). The tutees were very excited to see the book illustration on Solar System. They asked many intelligent questions. It was the most uplifting session I had with them this year. Ridwan call me “Big Brother” desperately during the session as he wanted to ask some questions. The rest also bombarded me with lots of highly relevant questions. I was very delighted by their quest for knowledge. From this, I concluded that if I make the lesson relevant to them, they will be interested to learn. 

Suggestions:

· The Star System was a little bit “quite” today. At the midst of engaging in the lesson, BTs forgot to award Star for their groups. An approach to this problem may be having a structured awarding system. 1 star is awarded to groups that come punctually for lesson, another during the break and another Star after the lesson. The BTs can also award Stars to the tutees for their class participation and group discussion. 

· BTs should try to read through collated reflection of the previous lesson before the next lesson. 

· BTs should teach the tutees in their preferred learning styles (so far, not all the BTs done that). BTs should try to bring the concept to the tutees’ level of understanding. 

My takeaways:

· Visual aid and Kinaesthetic activities will help maximize tutees’ learning. Expert Answer Approach: Mr Haniff suggested this. BTs play the role of an expert. Tutees are to come out with questions to ask the tutees. BTs to decide whether the question is relevant and good question before he answers them. This will force the tutees to source for good and intelligent questions. I think this is a brilliant idea. I think we can allow the tutees to play as a role of an Expert as well. He or she will answer questions post by his friends. In order to answer convincingly, he or she has to make an effort to learn independently of the topic before hand. This will also cultivate in them a sense of ownership of their own learning.
Felix
Today’s lesson was filled with enthusiasm on the tutees part. Although the tutees were slightly rowdy at the beginning, they showed interest in the lesson. However, I personally felt that the Mathematics paper was very difficult for the tutees. This, despite the fact that I had split the paper into 3 different levels, was not averted. The difference between the questions in the first 2 levels is that they were very much easier to understand and solve as compared to the 3rd level, which required the tutees to integrate different topics of mathematics. I feel that although it could be seen as challenging, in future less of such should be asked. For example, instead of giving 8 questions, just give them 2 or 3. This is as the increased number of questions, would not only mean more work for the tutees, but after awhile if they are not able to get the answer, it would only serve to demoralize the tutees. 

In the Science lesson, I felt that the tutees were not able to maintain discipline during Tse An’s lecture, and had to be constantly reminded to pay attention. Despite this, the tutees showed that they were well-read in the topic of the Solar System when they could identify that Pluto was no longer a recognized planed. However, according to their syllabus, Pluto is still recognized as a planet, therefore in order not to confuse them when they are checking with their notes; we kept the fact that Pluto was a planet. The tutees were generally interested in the topic of Solar System. However, I found that although the answers to the worksheet could easily be found by scanning through the notes, most of the tutees are too lazy to check the notes for right answer. Therefore, I feel that our next big challenge is to motivate our tutees to revise on their own. 

Rui Yi
How Did The Team Do:

The team did relatively well. There wasn't much that the BTs had to do together during the lesson as it was mostly group work. The mass lectures were good, but I think that Tse An could have been slightly louder to capture the tutees attention.
How Did You Do:

I had some trouble coping with all the questions from my tutees. They are quite good at their work and do not need that much help there, but they love asking questions. When it is one question at a time it is fine, but a lot of the time now the questions come in big bunches and it’s hard to cope with so many different things. I have since taken to asking one tutee to explain to another one if he or she knows and can explain the topic correctly. Although this helps, most of the times I still have to step in and help clarify certain things.
Suggestion for Improvement:

Standard Break Times? The different groups all seem to have their own break times, and I think it might disrupt the second half of the session if not all the groups are back as some are still having their break.
My Takeaways:

Not to underestimate the tutees. Most or all of them knew that Pluto is now a dwarf planet. Also, in my group, one of my tutees is interested in the solar system and has read up on it on his own. He knows quite a lot.
Others:

I did not ask Emile about his reflections as I did not want to bring the issue up again. However his behavior does seem to be much better already.

Jian Wei

Reflect on how the team does:
· The tutees were very well engaged and the class atmosphere was very lively. Throughout the lesson, the BTs were also much immersed in it, which is a very positive of learning.

· The mass lecture for Science was quite good in helping the tutees recap and reinforce their knowledge on the solar system.

Reflect on how you do:
· I found it challenging to teach the tutees how to approach the Maths bonus questions, as they were unable to understand why I chose to apply the steps that I applied in solving the questions, until I showed them something very basic and applied the same step there to get the same basic answer. This allowed the tutees to understand how that step can work, and made it much easier for me to go through the other steps.
· This was the first lesson that I brought my group to the whiteboard for the group discussion during the Science lesson. I think my tutees benefited a lot from the “whiteboard session” and they seem more interested in it than group discussions.
Suggestions for improvement:
· Short steps with clear illustration on how to derive the answer should be included in future Maths lesson notes/worksheets, and can be accompanied by a quick mass lecture. This makes it easier for tutees to refer to the steps, and enable them to refresh their memory with it in the future.

· Visual aids like pictures can be used to teach future Science lessons in order to allow tutees to better picture and remember the concepts vividly their mind, and tutees sometimes do not understand a certain idea until they have actually seen it. A picture speaks a thousand words, and more clearly than any thousand words. 

· As Mr. Haniff suggested, it is a good idea to include interesting facts in worksheets/notes that can only be uncovered if the tutees “fill in the blanks” by finding out answers to certain questions. Rewards can be given on the next lesson if they find out the interesting fact and this will encourage and force the tutees to read the notes/worksheets at home.

· We should add kinaesthetic elements of teaching and learning into Rainbow lessons (eg. Role playing of concepts) so as to better make use of tutees’ learning style. 

· Mahjong paper can be used as an alternative to the whiteboard during group discussions.

· There can be an “Expert Panel” activity when all BTs sit together and pretend to be experts, while tutees have to come up with intelligent questions to ask the BTs. This will make sure the lesson is effective and will also make it interesting due to the idea of having “experts”.

· Reference steps and answers for each question should be given for future maths worksheets so as to allow the BTs and tutees to better know how to approach the question, and can also make it easier for BTs to be flexible if necessary. 

My takeaways from today’s session:
·  Whiteboard sessions are great for group discussions as tutees can express their ideas freely on the board, while different markers of different colours can be used to make the board illustrations look more appealing and allow the different concepts to be clearly organised. Also, mistakes can be easily rubbed away and all the tutees can see the things written on the board clearly, which is better than discussing at the table as it’ll be harder for them to see the things that I wrote properly.

· Whenever it is hard to bring across a more difficult concept to the tutees, it is always very important to simplify it and go down to the fundamentals so as to make them see why and how the difficult concept can be applied.

Pei Wei
Good Points:
The lessons conducted were engaging, as tutees raised a lot of questions during the lecture session and the discussions. Even though the topics covered this lesson are quite tough for the tutees, but they managed to complete them with the help of the BTs.

2. The tutees are very willing to help one another in the works given, and therefore I can have more time to help the weaker tutees in the group.

3. Discussions were conducted effectively and the time was controlled accurately and fruitfully

Flaws:
1. The difficult concepts such as the revolution and rotation of the earth should be explained in the mass lecture, so that the tutees can have a better knowledge of the topic before the group discussions
2. BTs tend to use the original terms for the explanations, which would create confusion to the tutees. BTs should go down to the level of the tutees and use the terms that they can understand better

Rooms for Improvements: 
1. As the learning style result has shown, most of our tutees are Visual and kinesthetic learners. Therefore we can include more activities and visual aids for the tutees, so that they can absorb the know ledges fast and effectively. Most of the tutees enjoy the discussion that involves drawing on the white board; they can understand the concepts better by drawing instead of words
2. BTs can help to maintain the discipline of the tutees when one BT is conducting the lecture, so that the session could be conducted more effectively

Tse-An
1. Today, I am in charged of the Science lesson. I went through the topic on solar system.
2. I faced many problems when I had the lecture. When I asked the tutees how many planets are there in the space. They said that there are eight, however, for me, I thought it is nine. I have to confirm this piece of information again.
3. Before the lesson, I told the rest that the lecture will be minimal and the lesson will be based on group discussions as I thought group discussions will be more interactive to capture the tutees’ attentions and the tutees will be more engaged. However, during today’s lecture, I actually took up quite some time to go through the topic with the tutees. This was not part of my plan. After the lesson, Mr. Haniff told me that my mass lecture was doing fine and I realized that the mass lecture is important and I should continue with what I have done today.
4. For the Science lesson, I also asked all buddy tutors to go through the group discussion worksheet during the Science lesson. I asked them to give the notes to the tutees only at the end of the lesson so that they can read the notes at home. I thought this was a good idea because if we were to go through the notes during the discussion, the lesson will be too boring and the tutees might get put off. However, later, I regretted as I doubt the tutees will be reading the notes at home. If they do not read the notes at home, my effort for preparing the notes will become a waste as the tutees do not benefit from the notes. Mr. Haniff told us that we should design the notes in such a way that the tutees will read it at home. He said that we can include some interesting facts in the notes that will interest the tutees and tell the tutees about it. The tutees will then read the notes at home to find out about the facts that we have told them. Besides this, Mr. Haniff also suggested that we can give the tutees the notes one week before the lesson and give the tutees questions to ponder upon. Moreover, we can tell them that the answers can be found in the notes and if they are able to answer the questions, we will award points to their group. This approach will make sure that the tutees read their notes at home.
5. Today’s Math lesson was fine and the tutees were able to do the questions when I explained the concept to them. However, the bonus questions were too difficult for them and I told them that they were not required to do the questions if they really did not know how to do. But, I encouraged them to try out the questions. Mr. Haniff suggested that next time, if the questions are too difficult, we can always redesign the questions that cater to our tutees’ needs.
6. The points approach was still ineffective for Jin Feng. I should think of other approaches that can be implemented.
Suggestion for improvement:

1. I can try using the white board to conduct my group discussion next time. The other buddy tutors have been giving feedbacks about how effective is using white board to conduct group discussions.

My takeaways from today’s session:

1. I found that though the tutees understand the concept of Solar System, some of them were unable to pen the knowledge down in words. I have to read the exact answer each word at a time for the tutees to copy down. However, even when I have told them the exact answers, the tutees were having a hard time capturing what I have said and they had problems in spelling. Mr. Haniff explained to us that this phenomenon is due to the fact that the tutees are still not connected with what we are teaching them. The connectedness can only be achieved when the tutees have internalized what we are teaching them. Hence, Mr. Haniff also suggested to us that we should make the group discussion more interesting and think of more physical activities to cater to the tutees’ visual and kinaesthetic needs.
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