BTs Lesson reflection
Date: 2nd February 2007 (2nd lesson)

Zhiyong
Generally, the Rainbow lesson was very enriching. It was enriching for both BTs and tutees. It was enriching for us because we realize the creativity and wildness of our tutees imagination. As Mr Haniff put it, “we cannot underestimate the tutees”. After the Memory Mini Workshop we conducted tonight, we were amazed by our tutees ability to imagine creatively. Some of them create their own Memory-Hooked system to help them remember better. The challenge now is how BTs can teach the tutees to apply the skill in their learning. 

We had changed the point system to star system. The idea came to me when Tse An raised up during the first Rainbow lesson that we shouldn’t give the points to the groups excessively. We tried out the system and most of the tutees felt that this is a better system to keep track of tutees class participation and behaviour. However, while external motivation might be useful in motivating the tutees to participate and behave appropriately, intrinsic motivation should come next. Intrinsic motivation refers to motivation from within. With intrinsic motivation, tutees will develop a strong desire to learn. 

However, here are the areas that we can improve on. Firstly, few tutees did not turn up for the lesson. As agreed on December last year, we will call the tutees 2 days before the lesson to remind them of the lesson. Alternatively, we can also seek assistance from a teacher in Townsville to make an announcement on every Friday morning that there will be Rainbow lesson and tutees are reminded to be present. Aniza, Sharmir from my group did not present today. I hope they can be present next week.

There were 4 new tutees this year. Naturally, they will need some time to adapt to the environment and the BTs should try as much as possible to make them feel welcome and a sense of belonging. 

Here are my suggestions for improvement. I realized that the tutees were getting bored of the weekly reciting of the House Rule. Sometime, the rules failed to go into their mind even though they say it out. Thus, we can elect one Discipline Master for each lesson to lead the rest of the tutees the House Rule, as well as keeping the discipline of the class before the commence of the lesson. (I believe this idea was first put into action by Rui Yi tonight)

After tonight’s session, I realized that some of my tutees have low morale. Maybe they feel that they are not good enough academically. Sharmir for example was struggling to understand the concept last year. He has low morale and gave up easily when I try to teach him something. I realize that this problem still exist in some of them this year. My role as a tutor was challenging. I know that one way to help them is to encourage them constantly. But I have realized that by just encouraging them is not enough. Some of them have pre concept about themselves that they are not good. Thus, I think I will have to proof to them that they have some strengths that they can be proud of. That should be my focus this year: to help tutees discovered their strengths and make them feel proud of their ability, to provide opportunity for them to capitalize on their strengths. These will accompany by peer sharing and discussion on how they think they can improve, what are seem important to them etc. (This will allow me to understand them better also) This will raise their morale and correct their pre-concept about themselves. Hopefully, this will instil in them the passion and desire to learn.   

Felix
Today's lesson was interesting because we literally taught the tutees something outside of the school textbook. I am very sure that the tutees have gained from the lesson on memory and would constantly use this new found skill. Also, besides this, the tutees had an opportunity to use their creative thinking during the memory activity. Through the memory activity, we found that our tutees were able to memorize things very quickly and were very creative and innovative. The abilities of our tutees in this activity greatly surpassed what I had initially expected of them. Besides this, from my experience with my group, I found that this year, they react faster and better to our instructions and questions. Although there are times when the discipline is slightly out of hand, it only took a few reminders to set the tone right for the tutees. Also, during the Mathematics lesson, where we did Approximation and Estimation, the tutees were able to understand the concept behind the topic quite quickly. However, I believe that I would need to learn how to explain the concepts behind the working in a simpler way for them to understand. This was a problem as, although they understood estimation, they were not able to apply the concept into their work. As a whole, I found that the whole day was very fun as the tutees were very enthusiastic and attentive during group discussion. My final takeaway from today is that, the tutees have changed over the holidays and thus I have to try and change my approach in interacting with them for better communication.

Rui Yi
How did the team do:

· Team did well. There were no contradictions in instructions. Standardized the star system. We managed to help each other out. 

· We forgot to remind the tutees of the Rainbow lesson. Unsure if that caused a smaller turnout.

How did you do:

· I could have been stricter with the tutees to ensure discipline. They were not really paying attention when I was trying to explain something on the whiteboard, kept straying away of doing their own things. 

· Math Lesson package was too easy. No challenge for the tutees at all. 

· Could have done a mass lecture to explain things.

Suggestions for improvement:

· Work on memory system. For subsequent lessons, can continue to relate to the system to help the tutees remember more effectively. 

· Compliment tutees for being good. 

· When giving examples in worksheets, do it step by step so the tutees can understand it better.

My takeaways from this session:

· Fine line between assertive and friendly. Find a balance and set down some basic rules for behavior. 

· Cannot underestimate the kids. They had a remarkably fast learning rate for the memory system. Much better than expected.

Others:

· Kevin has really improved a lot. Pays attention and puts in genuine effort to do his work most of the time. Managed to contribute to help explain Bodmas. 

· Emile was very rude today. Could not accept that Cheerling did better than him for 1 question. Refused to listen to her explanation of the sum and was sarcastic. I told him to go home and reflect on his behavior and to tell me next lesson what went wrong. 

Jian Wei
Reflect on how the team does:
· The new points system, which is the “star system”, seems to be working better than the previous points system. Tutees mind more about stars than points, and the star system also prevents BTs from over-adding/under-adding points, which is a good solution to the problems of the previous points system.

· The time management for the lesson was good and everything ended nicely on time.

· The tutees (at least in my group) were able to come back from their breaks in exactly 5 minutes without being reminded or having a timekeeper, which was a significant improvement in their discipline last year.

· There was a lot of noise and activity in the respective groups during the Incredible Memory lesson, showing that the tutees were actively using and exploring the hooked system. 
Reflect on how you do:
· I realized at the start of the lesson that I was speaking too quickly, so I slowed down after a short while and the tutees were better able to understand what I was teaching.
· Although Imran and Nasarudin (2 tutees in my group) grasped the concepts that were taught in this Rainbow Lesson, and had no problems in handling the new ideas taught today, I have a strong feeling that the new member, Shafuan, does not fully understand the mathematical concept of approximation and estimation. Hence, it is necessary for me to go through with him the fundamentals and strengthen his foundation, and slowly build up from there. Also, I’ll have to adapt teach him according to his style, and I think it’ll be more useful for me to use a more “step by step” approach on him and show everything that I was saying clearly by writing/drawing it on paper.
Suggestions for improvement:
· There can be mass lectures in the future to show tutees the exact procedure for simple mathematical manipulation and what the topic is about, before tutees get down to their own groups and clarify their doubts with the BTs. This is so that every tutee will be able to have a rough idea of the mathematical concept, which makes it easier for BTs to tackle the weaknesses of the tutees, focus on weaker tutees and teach more useful skills in solving that type of questions.

· For the “Incredible Memory” lesson, more explanation on the hooked system can be given to the tutees so as to give them a better idea of the whole thing, before the BTs correct them and help them explore the system.

· I should explain the rationale of being disciplined better whenever I am reinforcing the house rules to my tutees.
My takeaways from today’s session:
·  I learnt that continuous encouragement will motivate the tutees to put in more effort in their learning, and as time goes by, they’ll be so motivated in learning new things and strive harder to do better in their studies, when they’re on their own. I realized that my tutees are beginning to show that they are better able to familiarize and grasp the new concepts taught in school even before it’s taught in the Rainbow lesson, and during the Rainbow lesson they are able to help weaker tutees in these concepts. It seems that they are spending more time to revise what they’ve learnt, or at least they are listeners in class. This can also be a result of their better foundation in maths and science, which can help them understand better concepts faster.

Pei Wei
Team performance:

· The ‘skill of memory’ was an engaging session with the tutees and BTs. The tutees are slowly mastering the skill amidst the fun. 

· The tutees were very actively involved in all the actively, and most of them have gain confidence in presenting themselves in front of the class. Most of the tutees struggled to represent their team in the activities, while in the year before, tutees struggled not to be the group representatives.

· The class was rowdy but constructive when it comes to class activities, as compared to last year, the engagement and involvement was relatively high.

My group and I:

· Group members had no problem turning up for lessons and participating in group discussions. The tutees were also very cooperative and helpful to one another within the group.

· Tutees have also improved in their attitudes towards learning and would always clarify their doubts until they truly understood the concepts

· My group representative for the memory competition has surprisingly emerged first, even though he did not spend time to memorize the words. I realized that all tutees have commendable abilities in learning, and we should develop their learning styles according to their abilities.

Rooms for improvements:

· New tutees can be more involved in the class activities by giving them more chances to voice themselves

· We should always ask our tutees about their knowledge with the topic before teaching them, or else we would be spending time teaching them things that they have already understood.

Takeaways:

- Never under-estimate the abilities of our tutees!
Tse-An
Reflect on how the team does

1. Today, we did a memory game whereby we taught tutees to remember words fast and accurate. Most of the tutees followed what we taught them and they were able to apply the skills in a short period of time. When I saw the tutees being able to remember words faster than they did before they learnt the skills, I was very heartened. Besides this, my tutees were able to find new ways to add value to the memory skills. Instead of involving three variables according to what they were taught, the tutees found ways to involve two variables only. For example, when I asked the tutees to link number five to Singapore. Instead of imagining a picture involving a hand (that represents number five) and Singapore, the tutees told me that the Singapore flag has five stars. Hence, it is linked to number five. It seemed that the tutees were more comfortable with two variables only compared to three variables. 
2. Today, we did estimation and approximation for the Math lesson, Tutees knew the topic well and they are able to complete the worksheet on their own without my help. However, as for the bonus question, it seemed to be too challenging for the tutees. Though I tried to explain the concept to the tutees, the tutees did not seem to understand.
3. Time was spent well for both Math and Science lessons and both lessons ended at the right time. Though we only had half an hour for the Math lesson, the math worksheet was very easy and the tutees were able to complete the worksheet on time.
4. Today, the “Star” system was implemented which is a more standardized and more interesting point system.
Reflect on how you do

1. Today, there was one discipline issue. There is one new tutee in my group. His name is Jin Feng. He kept talking and playing which disrupted the group discussion. I told him about his behaviour and tried to tell him that his behaviour was wrong and he needed to work on it. However, he did not listen to me and was looking somewhere else while I was talking to him. He simply did not show any respect to me. This made me very angry and I brought him to Mr. Haniff. However, after Mr. Haniff talked to him, he did not learn from his mistake and did not change his behaviour. It was also very difficult to discipline him by using the point system. I told him that if he continued to behave badly, I would deduct points from him. But, it did not work as he did not care about how much points he would get.
2. Mr. Haniff suggested to me that I should talk to Jin Feng and spend more time on him to understand him. Mr. Haniff said that Jin Feng is new to the class and he does not know the system well and it will take time for him to be able to do so.
Suggestion for improvement:

1. We should try to relate the memory game to Science concept.
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